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March 2020 

Hello my Friends, 

Being of Irish descent March is an important month of the year for my family. I speak about 
St. Patrick's day.  As a kid it really didn’t mean much and totally embarrassing for me. I was 
your perfect looking Irish child. I had red curly (frizzy) hair, a face full of freckles & pale 
skin. I was poster child for the Irish. My mother would put banana curls in my hair with a 
green ribbon & send me off to school. My parents were so proud they produced a perfect lit-
tle Irish child. Forget my dear grandmother. We lived in a prominently Irish neighborhood in 
the Bronx. My family had lived there for 40 years and everyone knew everyone else. It was 
“let’s parade my son John’s daughter around & show how Irish we were!” Good Lord people! 
(there was a little Chinese girl in the neighborhood & I so wanted her hair! Silky & black!) I am 
not going to tell about the terrible year I had to take Irish dance lessons. Then they all got 
together to eat all boiled food: gross meat, green leafy crap and potatoes. A bread with rai-
sins with butter. That I liked. The adults would play the Irish music and get a little drunk.  

As an adult were required by family law to have dinner with my family and then we could go 
out with out friends. Now that was fun!  

I make it sound like torture but I do look back on these memories with a smile on my face.  

-Enjoy your month of boiled foods!  

-Your Friend & Editor, Bernadette 

Important dates for the  

month: 

Next Guild meeting:  3/3 

Program Night: 3/23 Mystery 

with Kathy D 

Charity Night: 3/2 

Retreat: March 9 

Program night: 3/16 

Hexies with Bernadette 

Bernie’s Buzz: 4/6 

Shop Hop: 4/25 

Chapter Website:  https://

patchworkgarden.club 

AHHHH MARCH! 

March is a very busy month for nature.  
Spring begins. Animals start to wake up 
from their winter slumber.  Snowbirds start 
to migrate back north.  

 College basketball playoffs start their 
March Madness.  

 We can’t forget; “In like a lion out like a lamb” although here in 
Florida it doesn’t really apply. 

 Of course a bad month for Caesar: Beware of the Ides of March”! 

 Daylight savings time!!!! Longer days are here again! 

 For our mathematicians: Pi day. Let’s all have some pie on 3/14! 

 AND of course St. Patrick’s day! 
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Village:  Village of Largo 

Home State: Massachusetts 

A Quilter since : 1972 

A Villager since: 2009 

 

 When did you start quilting? 

I made my first quilt in 1972.  I didn’t think 100% cotton looked sturdy 
enough so I made it out of kettle cloth.  I remember having a 5” square 
cardboard template and drawing around the template on the fabric with 
a magic marker.  It came out fairly well considering I didn’t know what I 
was doing and it was graciously received by a cousin at her wedding 
shower. 

 Do you have a favorite line? 

If I’m drawn to a fabric in a store, and hear myself saying, “I really love 
this.”  When I check the end of the bolt…nine times out of ten, it’s Moda. 

 What is your current project? 

Raw edge applique pictorial quilt 

Kathy D’s mystery quilt 

David Taylor applique hummingbird 

Farmer’s wife paper piecing 

 What has been your favorite project? 

I don’t know if I’d call this my favorite project, but it’s the one that I really 
poured my heart and soul into.  Several years ago, our chapter did the 
Eleanor Burns Underground Railroad quilt. I was determined to have all 
my points perfect and I probably ripped out more seems on that quilt 
than all of my other quilts put together. Then to make it even more chal-
lenging, I decided to hand quilt it.  It won an honorable mention ribbon at 
the Showcase 2013.  I was very excited.  

 Do you have a favorite project that is “out of the 

box” from what you usually do?   

David Taylor applique hummingbird 

 Do you do your own quilting? 

Yes, I’ve always quilted my own quilts.  I bought a Bernina 770 last year 
specifically for this purpose.  I’m very happy with it, it does a great job.   

 If you did a quilting trip to anywhere, where would 

you go? 

I’d like to go to Paducah, KY and Hamilton, MO. 

Fun Fact:  I have never lived more than 10 miles from where I 
was born until I moved to the Villages! 

An exclusive in depth interview from Anne Marie P. (No one cried during the interview) 

 SHIRLEY LARSEN 
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CHAPTER HAPPENINGS 

FAST FOLDED HEXIES with Bernadette            March 16 

The project is taken from    book. But I use a different method and  I use my accu-

quilt cutter.  We will cut 2 different sized circles and different sized hexagons.  We 

will make 7 hexies onto a candle mug.  

Needed:  

6 -   for outer hexies 

1 - contrasting fabric for inner hexie 

6 -   for outer hexies centers 

1 - contrasting fabric for inner hexie center 

7-    of batting 

7-    of batting 

 

 

MYSTERY QUILT with 

Kathy D. & Pam 

Block #3 release on 3/23 

SEE KATHY D. FOR 
MORE INFO! 

 

THE 

BUZZ  

IS BACK! 

Join us 4/6 at 6:30pm 

SHOP HOP 

APRIL 25 

$36 see Karen S. to pay (inc Lunch) 

Quilted Twins & Fabric WareHouse 

Meet at the Sumter Landing Bus Station at 7:45am 

KEEP CALM 

AND 

QUILT ON! 
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Bernadette’s sister thought it would be funny to put  

Bernadette’s grandson in her Kaffe Bag! Do they know 

how much work went into that bag! 

Maureen got a new Granddog. Meet Bailey. 

PWG VISITS SHERRIFF’S YOUTH RANCH 

BY Tena V 

Patchwork Garden was well represented again as a busload of Friends of 
the Florida Sherriff's Youth Ranch visited the Live Oaks Ranch for their an-
nual horse show and barbeque luncheon.  

Beth, Cindy, and Tena toured the ranch, and several of the camper houses. 
We were able to talk with several house Moms, and a couple campers. We 
did see a few quilts in use, and I asked 1 of the house moms about the 
quilts they received.  They are very appreciative for all that are donated, 
but she did say that many were too short or narrow for their beds. She al-
so had heard several kids say that they were too warm for use most of the 
year. So our takeaway is to make sure we send twin sized 65 x 90 or a little larger, and as lightweight as 
possible. Pillowcases are also always welcome. Hot pads for their kitchen would also be good. Camper 
houses are set up comfortably,  but nothing extravagant.  83% of the funding for FSYR is through private 
donors like us, so if interested in any more info contact Mr Arvid Cowell , Donor Relations Coordinator at 

acowell@youthranches.org. 

 

mailto:acowell@youthranches.org
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Workshop 3/4  9am to 3:30pm 

Riverbend Rec Center 

 

Old Irish Proverbs: 

 As ye quilt, so shall ye rip. 

 Put ye foot down & Quilt. 

 Quilting is me passion. 

 The wee people made me 

buy that fabric. 
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Maybe it is my heritage or just my love of symmetry but the Irish Chain pattern has 

been one of my favorites in my early years of quilting. I had done so many that at one 

point on my quilt journey I had to remind myself “that I have made too many quilts like 

that! Now think outside your comfort zone”. The Irish Chain can be so very simple to 

the complicated.  

Quilt historian Barbara Brackman believes the quilt pattern dates back to 1814.  

Little is certain in regards to the history of quilt patterns and there is now evidence that 

the seeds of the pattern originated in Ireland. The book, West Virginia Quilts and Quilt-

makers, pictures an interesting quilt. The photograph to the left shows a small section. It 

was brought to America from Ireland and is very similar to this pattern. It is made much 

like a traditional Single Irish Chain but done on point making the chains appear in the 

shape of squares rather than diamonds. 

This quilt was made about 1805 and was stitched with linen thread typical of thread 

used in Ireland. The quilting was done in a popular quilting design used in Ireland at the time.  It was brought to West Virginia 

from Ireland when the maker, Margaret Kee, emigrated here in 1807.2 We find this pattern has been used more recently in Ire-

land sometimes by the name "Mosaic" or "American Chain". One of the things that really defines the Irish Chain is the consistent 

shading across the quilt.  

It has been suggested the pattern may have been inspired by similar weaving design.  By the second half of the 18th century itin-

erant weavers were known to weave elaborate double-weave patterns done in geometric patterns including the Irish Chain. 

One of the reasons that this pattern has been so popular over the years is that it leaves a nice solid space between the chains to 

display the maker's needlework skills. Choice of fabric design and color can give this quilt many 

different looks. 

There are 3 different types of Irish chains: Single, Double and 

Triple.  

Single Irish Chain is basically a 9 patch and a plain square. It is 

really easy to make. It looks much more complicated when it is 

on point.  

Double Irish Chain another color is added and the quilt looks 

much more complicated. 

A triple Irish Chain adds a forth color to the mix and makes the 

quilt really sparkle.  
Single Irish Chain 

Double Irish Chain 

Triple  

Irish  

Chain 
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2020 ANNUAL Dues  

For anyone that needs help 

 signing up for 2020 please see Ginny 

Guild website: QGOTV.org 

CHARITY HAPPENINGS 
BY Tena V 

Friday Healthy Start World's Greatest Baby Shower- a group of excited 
grannies from Patchwork Garden trucked on down to the Sumter co. Fair-
grounds to help facilitate this educational baby shower for some Sumter 
counties moms, and a few dads. Many local agencies provided funding for 
Healthy Start to raffle off a nice variety of baby related items. 3 dad's were 
there and participated in a first annual diaper derby. Luckily the first place 
finisher was working with a doll, and not the real thing! Poor thing would 
have had quite a headache after Dad bounced it on its head while stripping 
it! As a wrap-up, each mom was allowed to pick out a baby quilt from the 
fine display set up by the  Patchwork Garden Gals. 
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SHOUT OUT TO: Special Thanks - 

Executive board members for their tireless efforts to make us a great chapter! 

Ginnie for you tireless efforts to get us all signed onto the new guild website.  

Dan for the funnies. 

Karen Smith & Beth Cross for organizing the charity events. Beth for holding all the charity 
stuff in your house. Karen for all the quilting you do for us. 

Pam Pike for making Classes happen & tearlessly tracking down teachers for us. 

Thanks to our journalist in charge : Anne Marie Phillips and our new outside The Villages report 
Tena V. 

Together we all make up a great group to visit with each week! 

Chapter Website:  https://

patchworkgarden.club 

Happy 29th birthday to our 

March Babies: 

Ginnie Basler    Kaye     Cheryl M.      Judy          Anne Marie      

Patty W. 

SUNDAY SEW at 

STERLING 

Open Sew every Sun-

day at Sterling Heights 

Rec Center 

OPEN SEW from 

11:30am to 3:30pm 

Join some of your fel-

low guild members in 

a fun uninterrupted 

afternoon of sewing 

LIVE. 

LAUGH . 

LOVE. 

 QUILT 


